TALES FROM THE
Updates on projects funded
by the PJA Family Giving Circle
in its first two years.

Year I:
Growth in the Greenhouse

Currently, our PJA garden is mostly asleep. As the spring approaches,
we will begin to prepare the soil and start planting seeds. The
Greenhouse has provided us with a space to prepare seeds and protect
them from the elements as well as wildlife. It also provides students
with a unique space to work in. Last year, we used the greenhouse to
start peppers, squash, corn, beans, eggplant, basil and much more.

Year II:
Redesigning Recess
Our “Redesigning Recess” initiative is in the planning stages and off to
a good start. The group has agreed to begin with the following items:
• Mud Kitchen: Introduce an all-weather, wooden mud kitchen
with a pump and sorting table. A rain collection bench will serve
as the source of water for the kitchen. Wood chips and a border
will complete the area.
• A magnifying glass post, large measuring ruler, and large
wooden balance will be purchased and placed near the garden.
• Four outdoor art easels will be added.

TALES FROM THE

Year II Continued
Partnering with OIA*
(*Oregon Islamic Academy)

We have two dates planned for middle schoolers
from Portland Jewish Academy and Oregon
Islamic Academy to get together. On Tuesday,
April 2, Oregon Islamic Academy will come to PJA,
and on Tuesday May 21, PJA will go to Oregon
Islamic Academy. Giving Circle funds will support
transportation for these field trips.

Planting in the Playground

We visualized three planting areas in the Infant
Toddler Playground. In one area, we have purchased
and installed hanging felt planters. In another, we
have purchased a galvanized steel tank. We are still
working on planters for the third area due to drainage
considerations. Over the next couple of weeks we will
order soil and select the plants. We will work with the
teachers in the Room 100 pod to maintain the gardens.

Planning a Natural Habitat

Fifth graders are finishing their 3-dimensional models of the
proposed garden, and they are creating a trifold presentation
that they will put in the PJA lobby so that they can get feedback
on their designs. We are also working to get a bid from a Jewish
organization named Tivnu to provide fencing for part of the garden.
This group will work with the students to teach them building skills
as they construct the fence. In the next month, we will begin
getting supplies such as planting soil and barkdust delivered.

