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Flexible Furniture Improves Student Engagement

As part of our mission to honor and teach the whole 
child, PJA has made it a focus of our funding initiatives 
to increase flexible furniture options in our student-
utilized spaces and classrooms. Flexible furniture such 
as Hokki Wiggle Stools, Zuma Chairs, Node Chairs, 
Zboom Standing Desks and M-Benches allow our 
spaces to be dynamic, agile, and responsive centers 
of teaching and learning. 

Flexible furniture is a critical element of student 
engagement. It allows for the rearrangement of a 
learning space to fit the needs of the curriculum and 
instruction. A “read aloud” activity can quickly be 
transformed into a performance when furniture is easily 
moved into a black-box theatre set-up. A teacher calling 
on students to share their thoughts with the class can 
quickly shift to deeper, small-group discussions. Just 
sit in the Learning Commons for a morning and you’ll 
see firsthand the ways that furniture is spontaneously 
reconfigured to meet the needs of our learners. Think 
of that Starbucks on the corner, where the tables, puffy 
chairs, and ottomans are in a different place every time 
you walk in the door to order a latte!

An integral part of honoring the whole child is 
shifting ownership of learning from the teacher to 
the student. Flexible seating options and choice in 
seating arrangement and style signal to students that 
their freedom, creativity, and autonomy are valued 
and understood. They are trusted with ownership and 
decision making regarding their own learning. Current 
educational practices and psychological research 
indicate that offering children options for their learning 
in a cooperative, collaborative environment, including 
where and how to place their bodies for learning, 
provides for better academic, social, and emotional 
outcomes. Teachers at PJA from Pre-K through 8th grade 
have found that when children are given the freedom 
to choose a way to work, they are more likely to be 
engaged, focused, and on-task. 

Learning is not only a cerebral process—it is also an 
emotional, social, and physical process. Recent advances 
in neuroscience and technology have confirmed the 
wisdom of the body; we move to learn and learn best 
when moving. When we honor our students’ need to 
move with wiggle stools and stand-up desks, students 
are happier, more engaged, and more focused.

Examples of adaptable furnishings currently in use at PJA.
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Sarah Glass 
Admission 
Director
Every day someone asks me 
how I like my new job and my 
answer to all of them is, “I love 
it!” It is truly gratifying to be 
able to share the story of PJA 
with prospective families and 

visitors, as well as our current families and supporters. 

At its core, the Director of Admission position is about 
helping prospective families understand who we are as 
a school community — our mission, our middot (core 
values), our strengths. Although this is a new job, I have 
the advantage of already knowing this school community 
quite well. I have been a parent to three PJA students for 
the last 8.5 years; I have been a volunteer on a variety 
of committees; and I have worked for the school as the 
Coordinator of the Family & Adult Learning Program 
(aka Limmud 2.0). Because I was already familiar with the 
school culture, the traditions, the organizational structure, 
etc., I could jump right in and focus on engaging with 
families and continuing the great work already in place. 

As I work through my first full year of admissions, I am 
making adjustments to improve communications with our 
Preschool families, update the language on our website 
and increase our presence on our social media platforms. 

PJA supporters have a role to play in admission too. Your 
story is the most compelling, credible, and influential. 
Follow us on social media and find opportunities to 
comment with your own positive experiences. 
Share your enthusiasm for PJA! 

Amy Katz 
Director of 
Jewish Life
In chapter four of Pirkei 
Avot, we read, “Ben 
Zoma says: Who is wise, 
one who learns from 
everyone.” My favorite 
thing about my role as 

Director of Jewish Life at PJA is that I get to spend 
each day living this statement. When I spend 
time in classrooms, I get the joy of learning from 
everyone, teachers and students alike. It is a gift to 
spend a part of each day listening to 2nd graders 
read Hebrew, 5th graders explaining the nuances 
of the weekly Parasha, and 8th graders conducting 
conversations among themselves in Hebrew.   

Abraham Joshua Heschel famously said, “What 
we need more than anything else is not textbooks 
but text people. It is the personality of the teacher 
which is the text that the pupils read; the text 
that they will never forget.” I am blessed to work 
alongside a team of text people. The Hebrew 
and Jewish Studies teachers care deeply about 
the subjects they teach and are very skilled at 
conveying the learning in an accessible and 
engaging way to students. I so enjoy working with 
these dedicated professionals and encouraging 
them to reach their goals. 

Every day poses new challenges, adventures, and 
opportunities for learning. I am so glad I get to do 
so as Director of Jewish Life at PJA. 

Meet the New Administrators:

2018-19 Stats
• 198 students enrolled in Day School (K - 8)

     65 students in Middle School (Grades 6 - 8)

• 175 students enrolled in Early Childhood

• Average class size: 19 students

• 61% of Day School students receive tuition assistance

• 30% of Day School students receive special services  
   (includes academic enrichment, Hebrew language 
   support, and other support services) 

@PJAProud @PJA.Proud @PJATweets
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A Successful Season for PJA’s Cross Country Team 

The PJA Cross Country team had a lot to celebrate this season with 24 runners in 5th-8th grade, making it the biggest 
team since it was first formed over 10 years ago. Every member of the team pushed themself and made progress 
throughout the season. They set personal goals and achieved those goals through physical and mental stamina. 

Coach Erika Saiers says with pride, "It is such an honor to coach committed, dedicated runners who work hard each 
day and support one another to always be their best."

Here are some highlights of the season:

• 10 runners participated in the Metro Christian   
   League District Meet.

• 8 runners qualified for the State Cross 
   Country Meet.

• 1st place girls varsity award at MCL District        
   Meet went to 8th grader Sadie Drucker.

• 3rd place JV award at MCL District Meet went  
   to 5th grader Henry Gilroy. 

• The PJA boys team got 4th place at the MCL  
   District Meet.

•

We are PJA PROUD of Sadie and all of our Cross Country runners!

Dragon Basketball Update
The PJA 5th and 6th grade basketball 
team just wrapped up its season. The team 
consisted of 15 athletes—nine 5th graders, 
and six 6th graders. Coaches Rachel Cohn 
and Matt Rosenberg were very excited about 
the progress the team made throughout the 
season. The team finished with four wins, four 
losses, and two ties. 

The 7th and 8th Middle School team began 
practice as soon as the 5th and 6th grade 
season came to an end. Their first game was 
on January 8 at Catlin Gabel. Middle Schoolers 
hosted their first home game of the season 
on Monday, January 14 against Gilkey. 

• 61% of Day School students receive tuition assistance

• 30% of Day School students receive special services  
   (includes academic enrichment, Hebrew language 
   support, and other support services) 

8th grader Sadie Drucker competed in the USATF - Cross Country meet at the state, regional and national levels, 
placing second at the state and regional races and 3rd place at the national meet held in Reno in December. 

Special thanks to those who contributed to this newsletter:  Steve Albert, Richard Boyd, Marcie Brewer, Elana Cohn-
Rozansky, Becky Ewer, Stephanie Faddis, Sarah Glass, Merrill Hendin, Allison Hernandez, Anna Hixon, Michael Hyde, Lisa 
Katon, Amy Katz, Saul Korin, Gail Mandel, Beth Markell, Alex Millkey, Liz Phillips, Matt Rosenberg, Erika Saiers, Hannah 
Schafer, Molly Sloan, Tamar Wyte-Lake.

Coach Erika with some of her Cross Country runners.
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Liana Kressel, PJA 7th grader, fondly remembers the first 
letter she received from her pen pal at Oregon Islamic 
Academy as it contained kind words and an amazing 

drawing. The 
letter exchange 
program served 
as a starting point 
for conversations 
between PJA and 
OIA middle school 
students before 
attending Oregon 
Children’s Theatre 

production of And In This Corner: Cassius Clay, The Making 
of Mohammad Ali. The shared viewing of Cassius Clay’s 
inspiring journey to Olympic athlete and human rights 
activist provided a wonderful springboard for talking about 
personal identity and values. During these discussions, 
students got to know each other better. As Liana explained, 
“It became clear that we clicked. I realized we had a lot 
more similarities than differences.”

Liana and her pen pal emailed regularly after meeting a 
second time during a PJA visit to the Muslim Educational 
Trust campus. When Liana’s pen pal, a gifted artist, shared 
a vision for a book in which a Muslim girl and her Jewish 
friend solve the Israeli-Palestinian crisis, they hit upon an 
idea. Why not use their talents for writing and art to create 
greeting cards that could be sold with the profits going to 
further support the budding partnership between the two 
schools? Their project became known as Cards for Peace.

In October, Liana was notified that Cards for Peace was 
recognized by the Wholistic Peace Institute which, in 
November, presented her with the 10th Annual Harold 
Schnitzer Spirit of Unity Student Peace Award. The honor 
came with a $500 prize to cover the printing costs for her 
project, ensuring that every penny spent on cards will go 
directly to promoting more interfaith programming between 
PJA and OIA. In addition to Liana making an acceptance 
speech at the awards ceremony, guest speaker Rabbi Arik 
Ascherman shared his thoughts about “Educating for 
Human Rights and Peace in Our Schools.” His fundamental 
message was that human rights means putting people first, 
not money or land or political agendas. Liana and her pen 
pal know what it means to put people first as reflected so 
beautifully by their friendship and their project.

Last spring, Bella Phillips, then 
an 8th grader at PJA, organized 
a Family Fun Run for Janus 
Youth Programs, raising nearly 
$2,000 for the organization. 
Bella organized the event, 
from securing the venue, 
applying for a grant to help 
offset costs, coordinating a 
bake sale, publicizing the race, 
putting together raffle baskets, 

and more. In November, Bella was honored for her efforts 
and received Janus’ Stars for Kids Award, presented at the 
organization’s annual dinner at McMenamins Edgefield. The 
Award was established several years ago as a way for Janus 
to showcase the exceptional caring and concern of youth 
for other youth in the community who were dealing with 
critical life challenges. Rosalie Karp, Janus’ Advancement 
Director said, “The Board was so impressed with what Bella 
had done this past May, she became their unanimous choice 
to receive this year’s Stars for Kids Award.”  

According to Chad Paulson, a member of Janus’ Board 
of Directors, Bella is a “true Star for Kids, an example of 
someone we can all look up to.” Bella made a big impact, 
dedicating her project to helping Janus in its quest to 
change the lives of youth who need food, shelter and other 
services to help them build their futures. “There is no way 
we would be able to do that without the help and support 
of individuals in the community,” says Ms. Karp. 

Now a freshman at Wilson High School, where she is an 
active member of Wilson’s Varsity Cheerleading Squad and 
Competition Cheer Squad, Bella is bound to continue to 
be a “star” and be recognized for her leadership qualities, 
good deeds and hard work. She is also active in two Jewish 
youth groups and has plans to volunteer at the Head Start 
Preschool at Stevens Creek Crossing. This busy young 
woman will no doubt continue to do great things and 
lead with her positive attitude and commitment to serving 
those in need. Of her award, Bella says, “I felt honored 
and grateful to receive the Stars for Kids Award from Janus 
Youth Programs. Although I feel it's everyone's duty to 
contribute to doing good in the world, I must admit that it 
felt really rewarding to be recognized!"

PJA 7th Grader Wins Peace Award PJA Alumna Recognized by Janus 
Youth Programs with their 2018 
Stars for Kids Award 

Liana pictured with Nancy Spanovich, 
Executive Director of the Wholistic 
Peace Institute and guest speaker 

Rabbi Arik W. Ascherman.
Bella holding her Stars 

for Kids award.
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Kehillah Programs Strengthen PJA Community
Kehillah means community. At PJA, Kehillah is a parent-led group, spearheading various activities throughout the year to 
help strengthen our PJA community. Kehillah continues the Coffee and Kibitz tradition, giving parents a chance to hang 
out for a bit, starting their day with coffee and conversation. This year, Coffee and Kibitz will be held once a month, and 
will align with Limmud 2.0. Everyone is encouraged to stop and “kibitz!”

Kehillah hosted a High School 411 this fall. Parents and students from 7th and 8th grade were invited to speak with PJA 
alumni to learn about the transition into high school and get in-depth knowledge about the world of school beyond PJA.   

As parents, we know supporting the teachers is one of the keys to creating the warm environment we all love at PJA. To 
thank them, Kehillah sponsors a variety of activities throughout the year, including sponsoring teachers’ lunches during 
conference days, supporting class reps in organizing class gifts for teachers, and hosting "Teacher Appreciation Week."

Kehillah would like to be responsive to current events. After the October tragedy in Pittsburgh, Kehillah organized a small 
“mini-service” at PJA on the Friday after the shooting, to allow folks to come together for prayer, song, and to hold space 
for Pittsburgh and each other. Kehillah is also starting up a Sunshine Committee. If you, or another family you know, is in a 
time of need, please let Kehillah know! And if you are interested in supporting other PJA families, please let us know.

Finally, every year Kehillah helps to organize PJA’s participation in the Adopt-a-Family Program run by the Jewish Family 
and Child Service (JFCS). This year, with the help of the classroom representatives, as well as the generous donations of 
many PJA families and teachers, we raised $1,800 to support the five families sponsored by PJA!

This year, our Kehillah Co-Chairs are Alex Millkey and Tamar Wyte-Lake. Please let them know if you have any other 
suggestions for events or activities. Email: alexander.millkey@nwforensic.org or tamarwyte@yahoo.com.

 

How long did you 
attend PJA?  What are 
your fondest memories 
of your time as a PJA 
student?

I attended PJA from 1st 
through 8th grade. There 
are so many wonderful 
memories from my time 
at PJA! Running for class 
office in middle school 
was a big deal for me 
(Noah Mullin, if you're 

reading this, you know I'm still bitter that you beat me 
for student council president). During my time living 
in Israel, I often mentioned my eye-opening epiphany 
during my first trip to Israel with our 8th grade class. 
We took a "rafting" trip down the Jordan River (which 
I always thought was like the Columbia, but is actually 
more like Johnson Creek) and was appalled at all the 
pollution I saw in the river. I couldn't believe that such 
a holy place was so poorly cared for and disrespected, 
and it set me on a path to learning more about the 
connection between Jewish and environmental 
values and ultimately to a career in the environmental 
movement in Israel.

Alumni Spotlight: Hannah Schafer - PJA Class of 1990

What are you doing currently?

I am the Capital Projects, Assets and Maintenance 
Communications Coordinator at the Portland Bureau 
of Transportation. My job is to keep Portlanders up to 
date about all the important safety and maintenance 
transportation projects happening across the city. A big 
part of my work is supporting projects that align with the 
City's carbon emission reduction and Vision Zero goals and 
I love that I get to practice tikkun olam for my hometown 
on a daily basis.

Describe your family and discuss your decision to 
enroll your daughter at PJA.

My husband, Dor Mishory, is a born and raised kibbutznik 
from Kibbutz Yotvata who came to BB Camp after his IDF 
service to work as a camp counselor. Both of us grew up 
in small, tight-knit communities where we felt completely 
safe and supported as Jewish youth and want the same for 
our child. In the past few months at PJA, we've watched 
as Eleanor has become a part of the PJA community. 
She loves telling us about when she sees friends from 
her mispacha on the playground or around the building, 
and she made sure we were signed up to eat pizza in the 
sukkah. Even more amazing to me is seeing her learn to 
write in Hebrew. We both feel so proud every time she 
comes home with new projects from Hebrew class!



S.S. PJA PROUD

Portland Jewish Academy Auction

Sail Away PJAwith
All Hands were on Deck 
to Make PJA’s 57th Annual 
Auction a Huge Success
On Sunday, December 9, 370 guests sailed away with 
PJA at our 57th Annual Auction. For this nautical-themed 
auction, we saw creative costumes galore, had over 400 
silent auction items up for bidding, enjoyed delicious 
food and drink (including the signature “Blue Hawaiian”), 
were entertained by our funny and talented emcees (PJA 
parents, Colleen Crabtree and Dan Rothenberg), sang 
the Hanukkah blessings with PJA alumni, and raised 
$840,000 for PJA to support financial assistance and 
build the school’s endowment. 

We are extremely grateful for the PJA community—staff, 
faculty, parents, grandparents, alumni, alumni parents and 
community members—who came together to make this 
event such a smashing success. A big Todah Rabah to our 
matching donor families—Steve “Rosy” Rosenberg and 
Ellen Lippman and Jay and Diane Zidell—for matching all 
of the sponsorships and Mitzvah Moment donations. And 
a special “thank you” to Jordan Schnitzer for his $50,000 
gift made in honor of teacher Leslie Berman, his son 
Sam’s dedicated and loving preschool teacher.

Diane Zidell, Jay Zidell, Jason Zidell, and Crystal Lamb.

Auction attendees with their "sea" of bidder numbers.

Contestants for the costume contest.



Building Community with 
Grandparents at PJA
PJA benefits from a multitude of grandparents who 
help students and families with logistical support, 
homework help, shlepping, and more. PJA wants to 
say thank you to these devoted grandparents who 
keep the community growing and learning. In order 
to do that, we began a conversation with Howard and 
Carole Ory, new-to-Portland grandparents of Isaac and 
Matthew, about what activities or opportunities would 
be enjoyed by grandparents. Our first event, held in 
October, was a reception before one of our engaging 
films in the MJCC Israeli Film Festival which was 
attended by 15 grandparents.  

Following the film, we followed up with a survey and 
learned some more about what interests grandparents. 
64% want to attend cultural events at the MJCC. 36% 
want to attend a lunch and learn with PJA faculty. 
50% want to meet quarterly (versus 25% every other 
month and 25% twice a year). 85% prefer to meet on 
weekdays, and 92% prefer meeting during the day as 
opposed to the evening.  

Our latest gathering of PJA grandparents was for 
a photo op at the PJA Auction in December.  We 
also have scheduled a special Lunch and Learn for 
Grandparents with PJA Faculty on Tuesday, March 
19 at 11:30 am. To RSVP, or for more information on 
PJA grandparents activities, contact Saul Korin at 
503.452.3427 or skorin@pjaproud.org.

PJA Grandparents gathering at the PJA Auction.
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Manhigut Develops Middle School Leaders
Those familiar with PJA’s Middle School have certainly heard about its robust 
exploratory program. From Preschool Assistants to cooking and drama, 
students are able to try their hand at all types of learning. This year, a new 
exploratory was added to the long list of exciting offerings—Manhigut! In 
Hebrew, “Manhigut” means leadership, and in this class, students spend a 
trimester being a part of a student leadership team! Together, students plan, 
organize, and implement events for the student body. 

Liz Phillips, a long-time Middle School teacher at PJA, is thrilled to be heading up the Manhigut class. “For the past 
seven years, part of my job included teaching the Yearbook class. Students routinely brought me ideas of things they 
wanted to see happen—everything from spirit days to school dances. It was obvious that they needed a place to work 
out their plans and implement their ideas.” After handing the Yearbook torch to Mr. Rosenberg, Liz launched Manhigut 
at the beginning of this school year. “Since it hadn’t been offered before, I wasn’t sure quite what to expect. I spent 
much of the summer brainstorming ideas and planning out the curriculum. After our first class, it was obvious that all that 
planning was for naught! My students came with countless ideas and wanted to implement them all!” For Lia Komitor, 
a 7th grader at PJA, being a member of the Manhigut class allowed her to “become more of a leader.” Lia especially 
enjoyed “putting together events to bring our community closer.”

So far this year, Manhigut has hosted two special Middle School-wide programs including “Cozy Cocoa Shabbat” and 
“Trivia Trot Shabbat,” a school-wide Rainbow Spirit Day, and created an interactive bulletin board that changes weekly. 
Future plans include a Middle School Color War, a friendship note swap, and another top-secret-soon-to-be-revealed-
super-fun-school-wide spirit day. We look forward to seeing what these creative leaders come up with next!

PJA Students Work for the World

5th graders helping to sort pinecones for 
mulch as part of the maintenance of the 

public trail adjacent to PJA.

3rd graders help sort and pack apples 
and pears at the Oregon Food Bank.

Members of the Work for the World after 
school club knit caps for newborns.

Help the Hungry exploratory members and 
Transition Projects volunteer coordinator 
organize the food closet at the Safety Off 

the Streets emergency shelter.

5th graders making baby blankets for the 
Linus Project as part of their learning about 

the Jewish life cycle starting with birth.

Thanks to the generosity of a grant from 
the Women's Giving Circle of the JFGP, 

PJA Middle Schoolers cooked and served a 
delicious meal to the 90 residents at Jean's 

Place Transitional Shelter for Women.
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Bringing Students' Designs to Life with Our New Glowforge
In addition to all of the inspiring woodworking, sewing, 
art and craft tools available in the makerspace, the 
Makerspace Team has long dreamed of expanding our 
offerings to include digital fabrication tools. When we put 
a Glowforge 3D Laser Printer on our wishlist, we crossed 
our fingers and held our breath! Two years later, we could 
hardly believe our eyes when we read an email from 
Merrill informing us that a donor (in fact, the parents of 
the inventor of the Glowforge, Elayne and Len Shapiro) 
wanted our students to have one. 

Taking an idea from your head, putting it on paper in two dimensions, and then building it in three dimensions is always 
an engaging and challenging process. Think of this as the leap from imagining a house in your mind, to drawing a house, 
to building a model of a house, to building an actual house. With the Glowforge, students can accomplish all of these 
processes using a wide range of modeling software. The Glowforge uses a precise laser smaller than the width of a piece 
of human hair to cut, engrave and etch materials such as wood, cardboard, paper, leather, felt, acrylic, and metal. It can 
be used to cut pieces that fit together (building a 3D object, or parts such as gears) to cutting elaborate designs into 
wood or paper (think traditional paper-cutting) to etching and engraving (like a woodburning tool or monogrammed 
mug). Students must learn how to speak the language of the laser cutter to bring their designs to life, and the Glowforge 
can also speak the language of children—drawings!  

Our PJA fifth grade students used this scanning function to design and print their own mezuzot. Students drew their 
designs and used the Glowforge to scan and cut the materials. Students then added a backing and the prayer scroll 
to produce a custom-designed mezuzah to take home. Students also created original tzedakah boxes cut on the 
Glowforge with student artwork etched onto the panels. Students and teachers alike are still learning the capabilities of 
the Glowforge, and the curiosity and interest is spreading to our Makerspace exploratory, art classes and further! We are 
looking forward to seeing what else our students can do with this digital fabrication tool.  

PJA Welcomes Special Friends and Family
On Thursday, December 6, PJA hosted Special Friends and Family Day in 
all of our programs. Beginning with our preschoolers, special friends and 
family gathered in the ballroom for a wonderful Hanukkah assembly. Each 
class performed a Hanukkah song for their friends and family, and Justin 
Carroll, our Early Childhood music specialist, led the group in a number 
of traditional Hanukkah melodies. Following the assembly, special friends 
and family joined preschoolers in their classrooms to eat Hanukkah treats 
and celebrate learning. The infants and toddlers welcomed their special 
friends and family to their classrooms where they also had Hanukkah 
snacks and visited together.

In the afternoon, the building filled up once again with special friends 
and family for the Day School program. The entire kindergarten through 
8th grade was joined in the ballroom by guests who enjoyed singing 
along to favorite Hanukkah melodies played on a variety of instruments 
by students at every grade level. In addition, our kindergarten and 8th 
graders led us in lighting Hanukkah candles and saying the blessings.  
More celebration happened in classrooms with sufganiyot (donuts) to 
eat and learning to share.

It is a special treat to welcome guests to our PJA mishpacha to celebrate 
all that we do at PJA. Thank you, special friends and family, for visiting 
with us on this wonderful day!

Mezuzah-making on the Glowforge.



10

New Preschool Bathroom
During the summer of 2018, we used funds from the 2018 PJA Auction to build a much-needed Preschool bathroom 
on the lower level of PJA. Previously, we had two single-stall bathrooms, and we opened the 2018-19 academic year 
with nearly 70 preschool and kindergarten children! While nearby adult bathrooms kept us in compliance with licensing 
requirements, it was far from an ideal situation. The project renovated and expanded our bathroom facilities, adding 
five stalls and three sinks. This project supports developmental capabilities and independent toileting practices for 
young children, and it also improves the overall experience for our teachers. Thanks to the generosity of our community 
and the tremendous success of the 2018 PJA Auction, we had the necessary funds available to meet this critical need.

Inclusion Specialist Joins Early Childhood Program
This fall, our Early Childhood Program welcomed Beth Markell, our new Inclusion Specialist.  
Beth collaborates with teachers, children, families, and administrative partners so that we can 
more fully support the developmental needs of all children enrolled in our program, from birth 
through age five. In her short time here, Beth has already proven to be an incredibly valuable 
resource for teachers as they proactively plan for the developmental support of all children. 
As educators, we know that it is not simply that some children require learning supports; 
rather, all children require differentiated learning — each of us has our own ways in which we 
learn best and interact with the world. Beth’s support takes many forms — she is here to lend 
a hand in our classrooms, suggest resources, and participate in family/teacher conferences.

Beth is originally from Boston, and she received her Masters degree in Early Intervention/Early Childhood Education 
from Wheelock College. She has spent the past 20 years working with children and families in a variety of settings, 
including home-based and child development centers. For the past 15 years, she was a Developmental Educator 
for Early Intervention providing education and development supports and interventions to families with children 
experiencing developmental delays ages birth to age six. Beth approaches each child as an active participant in their 
own development and strives to create a safe, fun, and creative environment for children in which children can thrive. 

Ask the Expert: Gail Mandel
Director of Philanthropy, Oregon Jewish Community Foundation

Q: How do donor-advised funds work, and how can they help me with my charitable giving?

A: A donor-advised fund (DAF) is a charitable tool that can simplify your philanthropic giving. 
You receive a charitable tax deduction when you open the fund and when you make any 
additional contributions to it. These will be the only tax receipt letters you will need to keep 
track of for tax preparation, since, once your DAF is created, you can request all of your 
philanthropic contributions through the one charitable fund. The grant recommendations 
from your DAF will be directed by the philanthropic organization that holds it. 

Donor-advised funds provide a great deal of flexibility. In the current tax environment, with the higher standard 
deductible, individuals may choose to “bundle” two to three years’ worth of gifts into their donor-advised fund in the 
years they wish to itemize their charitable deductions. In other years, they can take the standard deduction, if they wish. 
Fund holders can then decide when to recommend grants over time, be it months or years.

Another advantage of donor-advised funds is that they offer a wonderful way to involve multiple generations of a family 
in philanthropy. Parents or grandparents can involve their children and grandchildren in making grant recommendations. 
This is a special way to pass along family values and the practice of tzedakah and tikkun olam to younger generations.

Donor-advised funds can be opened at the Oregon Jewish Community Foundation for as little as $1,800.
For more information, visit www.ojcf.org.
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Hank Kaplan and Marni Glick*
Lisa Katon and Noah Kressel
Sheldon Klapper and Sue Hickey
Eric and Robin Kornblit
Tony and Priscilla Kostiner*
Shirlee and Reuben Lenske z"l*
Jordana and Ryan Levenick
Al and Rosanne Levi*
Holly R. Litwin*
Gail Mandel and Steven Klein
Richard and Judi Matza*
Zen Menasche-Slayen*
Vic and Toinette Menashe*
Jeffrey Menashe and Wendy Gutmann*
Larry and Joyce Mendelsohn*
Mark and Marcia Meyer*
Joel Mullin and Sheri Katz
Hillary Nasso and Ken Wittenberg*
Diane Nemer z"l *
Stacey L. and Marshal R. Oller
Ella and Herbert z"l Ostroff*

PJA Dor L’Dor Society 
Robert Leonard Parnas z"l
Erik Richmond and Annette Demsey
Gayle and Paul Romain
Steve Rosenberg and Ellen Lippman*
Stan and Madelle Rosenfeld
David and Darcy Rubin*
Nicole Heiman Sacks and Robert Sacks*
Jerry and Bunny Sadis
Stephen and Becky Saltzman
Faye Gordon Samuels
Andrea K. Sanchez and Benjamin Drucker
Joan Schnitzer
Richard and Patricia Schwartz*
Ariel Shattan and Phil Jansen*
Gary and Linda Singer*
Anthony Slayen*
Kelly and Julie Smith*
Les and Martha Soltesz
Marshal Spector
Roslyn Srebnik Fund of the Srebnik Family Trust
Carol and Noam z"l Stampfer*
Sherry and Steven Stone*
Rabbi Joey Wolf and Lisa Rackner*
Carrie Wynkoop and Kari Chisholm
Esther and Henry z"l Zabronsky*
Ken and Jennifer Zeidman
Mark and Mindy Zeitzer
*Denotes Founding Members
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PJA Dor L'Dor Society Member Stacy Barna with her children
Lily (PJA Class of 2015) and Ben (PJA Class of 2011).

For more information about Life & Legacy,
contact Steve Albert:
salbert@pjaproud.org or 503.535.3592

SAVE THE DATE:
PJA Presents Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
January 31, 2019 | 7:00 pm in the MJCC Ballroom | $12/Adults. $10/Seniors.

Our cast of 37 students will sing, dance, and act their way into your hearts as they bring to life an original adaption 
of the much beloved tale of Willy Wonka and Charlie Bucket. Presented in a "theatre-in-the-round" style, audience 
members will be immersed in this production and are in for a unique and exciting experience. Tickets will be 
available about one week in advance at the PJA Office. Please note, there will be limited chair seating available.



Portland Jewish Academy 
Schnitzer Family Campus 
6651 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR 97219 
P: 503.244.0126  |  F: 503.245.4233  | www.pjaproud.org

Board of Directors 
Steven Klein  |  President 

Avi Ben-Zaken

Barry Benson

Amy Blauer

Joyce Evans 

Marni Glick  |  Treasurer  

Melissa Horwitz

Gail Mandel

Erik Richmond  |  VP for Strategy

Danelle Romain 

Channah Rose  |  Secretary

Steve Rosenberg

Andrea Sanchez  |  Immediate Past Co-President

Jonathan Singer

Jason Zidell  |  VP for Facilities 

Supported by

www.jewishportland.org

We are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Portland and our community for their support of PJA.

Calendar of Events

January 21:      No School - MLK Day

January 25:      Early Childhood Kabbalat Shabbat

January 31:      Middle School Play  

February 5:      Literacy Evening

February 8:     Day School Kabbalat Shabbat

February 11-14:    Taglit

February 15:     Day School Teacher Inservice 

February 18:      No School - President's Day

February 22:       Early Childhood Kabbalat Shabbat

February 25:      8th Grade departs for Israel

March 8:      Early Childhood Kabbalat Shabbat

March 15:      Day School Kabbalat Shabbat

March 21:      Purim

March 28-29:     No School -  Day School Conferences

Mar. 31 - Apr. 2:    Used Book Sale

April 19 - 26:     No School - Pesach 

VIEW THE COMPLETE CALENDAR at pjaproud.org/calendar

Cafe Limmud Dates | 8:10 am | Beit Midrash 
January 23, February 13 and 28, March 13 and 27, April 10


